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Introductions

Ultra-conservative upbringing

Non-sensitive Discerning

MA in Biblical Studies

Had to learn “from scratch”

Brandon Elrod Desiree Elrod

Came to faith at 20 

Sensitive Discerning

Trained as a “Lay-counselor”
Trained as a “Freedom in Christ” 
counselor with Neil Anderson

24 years of experience with inner 
healing and deliverance ministry
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Fears regarding spiritual warfare

Will I always feel 
overwhelmed by warfare?

People might think I’m crazy

I tried it before and it didn’t 
work

I’m aware of warfare but 
don’t always know what to do 

What if my discerning is 
wrong and it isn’t the enemy?

God hasn’t called me into warfare.

Warfare is for someone with 
discernment.

I tried it before and it didn’t work.

I don’t have discernment.

I can’t do warfare until I have 
training.
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Non-sensitive Sensitive

Others?
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The two types of Authority

Head of family, church, state

Teacher

Celebrity

Degree or Title

Requires no faith in this area

Requires no acknowledgment 
of Personal Intimacy Authority

Unrelated to status

Based on fellowship with God

Requires hearing God’s voice

Requires a response of faith

Accessible to every Christian

This is the Authority Jesus 
modeled

Status Personal Intimacy

The enemy recognizes this The enemy fears this!
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What is Intimacy with God?

It begins with honest dialogue 

with our Father in heaven.

It grows as we move further 

and further into agreement 

with Him.

Oh My Father, 

if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; 

yet not as I will, but as You will... 

My Father, if this cannot pass away 

unless I drink it, Your will be done. 

Matthew 26

God pursues this intimacy all throughout Scripture 

(Cain, Jonah, Job, David, Moses, etc.)

1.

2.

:

:

It is how He has always engaged with humanity
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Based in our agreement with what the 
Lord is up to

The resolve to take action when the Holy 
Spirit prompts us. 

A “command presence,” knowing how the 
Spirit of God moves in us and through us 
to facilitate the things He prompts us to 
do.

The ability to bless, heal, minister, and 
deal with spiritual warfare in confidence 
due to a clear sense of our identity as sons 
and daughters of God. 

Spiritual Authority
Authority is:
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Continuing the Story
The History of Authority
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A history of Authority

1. God

2. Angels

1. God

2. Humans

3. Angels

(Satan too)

1. God

2. Satan

3. Humans

4. Angels

1. God

2. Humans

3. Satan

4. Angels

Before
Creation

Just after
Creation

After the
Fall

After the 
Crucifixion

W h e n H e h a d 
disarmed the rulers 
and authorities, He 
m a d e a p u b l i c 
display of them, 
having triumphed 
over them through 
the cross.

And the devil said 
to Him, "I will give 
You all this domain 
and its glory; for it 
has been handed 
over to me, and I 
give it to whomever 
I wish.

God blessed them... 
“ Be fruitful and 
multiply, fill the 
earth, subdue it, rule 
over the fish and 
birds and every 
living thing that 
moves on the earth...

I n t h e 
b e g i n n i n g 
God created 
the heavens 
a n d t h e 
earth...

Genesis 1:1 Gen 1:28-30 
Psalm 8:5

Luke 4:6, Heb 2:7,9 Colossians 2:15
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What really happened in Eden?

“You have made man a little lower than 
God, and You crown him with glory and 
majesty!

You make him to rule over the works of 
Your hands; You have put all things under 
his feet...”  Psalm 8:5,6

God created a new being in His own image

And a jealous angel strategized to sabotage this new being called Man
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What really happened at the Fall?

This angel tempted Man with “becoming like 
God,” when Man already was!

Made in God’s image

Given full authority over Creation

Empowered to create children in His image

Intended for companionship with God

That angel extorted Man of his true birthright
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“And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority 
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” Matthew 28:18

Heroes
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Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, 
and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because 
all sinned...—

...much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of 
the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many. Romans 5:12-15

Man gave up his Authority
Therefore, it took a Man to reclaim it!
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Continuing the Story
Understanding how Authority works
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Do we actually have Authority?
What do the Scriptures say?

Heroes
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1.Jesus walked in authority

2.Jesus sent His followers with the same authority 

(Matt. 10, Matt. 21 Luke 10)

3.Jesus then “commissioned” them to go out and 

teach others everything that He commanded.                  

(Matt 28:19,20)
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Jesus modeled Authority for us

“So Jesus said, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know 

that I am He, and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these 

things as the Father taught Me.” John 8:28

“...Do not worry about how or what you are to say; for it will be given 

you in that hour what you are to say. For it is not you who speak, but it is 

the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.” Matt 10:19

He intends for us to use it as He did
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This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we 

ask anything according to His will, He hears us.    

   

And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know 

that we have the requests which we have asked from Him. 

For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He 

Himself is doing; and the Father will show Him greater works 

than these, so that you will marvel. 1 John 5:14, 15, 20 

Spiritual Authority
This is how Authority works
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What do we have authority over?

“Do you not believe that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me? The 

words that I say to you I do not speak 
on my own authority, but the Father 

who dwells in me does his works...

Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever 

believes in me will also do the works 

that I do; and greater works than 
these will he do, because I am going 

to the Father.” John 14:10-12

Whatever God equips us for and invites us into!
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Continuing the Story
Practical Application of Authority

Heroes
   Heroines© 2013 Brandon Elrod, Desiree Elrod

Friday, April 12, 13



Where do you have authority?

Yourself              Your Domain             Your Ministry

Primary areas where God has given you authority:

Heroes
   Heroines

AssignmentGeneric Specific
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the exercise of 
a u t h o r i t y o r 
p o w e r i n a 
b u r d e n s o m e , 
cruel, or unjust 
manner.

Oppression Demonization Possession

being subjected 
to the influence 
of demons.

the state of being 
c o n t r o l l e d o r 
dominated by or 
a s i f by ev i l 
spirits

People are unnecessarily divided over semantics

Where does warfare occur?
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Reality #1

Heroes
   Heroines

We are spirits in a material world

Let’s not shackle our perspectives to the limitations
of the physical world.

© 2013 Brandon Elrod, Desiree Elrod

Friday, April 12, 13



Reality #2
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What does the locality of a demon ultimately matter? 

The significant thing is to recognize their tactics.
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Reality # 3
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Our authority (level of agreement with God) is visible:

Formulas won’t be very effective without standing 
in authority in our spirit 
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Authority to Protect

“And working together with Him, we 
also urge you not to receive the grace 
of God in vain...

but in everything commending 
ourselves as servants of God...

in the word of truth, in the power of 
God; by the weapons of righteousness 
for the right hand and the left...” 2 
Cor. 6

Our authority is intended for Spiritual Warfare

Heroes
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Our weapons are meant to be used!
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Authority to Command the enemy

“But Elymas the magician (for so his name is 
translated) was opposing them, seeking to 
turn the proconsul away from the faith.

But Saul, who was also known as Paul, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, fixed his gaze on him,

and said, "You who are full of all deceit and 
fraud, you son of the devil...behold, the hand 
of the Lord is upon you, and you will be 
blind and not see the sun for a time." And 
immediately a mist and a darkness fell upon 
him, and he went about seeking those who 
would lead him by the hand.” Acts 13:8-11

The enemy has to follow the rules God implemented

Heroes
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They have to obey God’s commands from us!
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Authority is courage and belief
“ T h u s s a y s t h e L O R D 
concerning the prophets who 
lead my people astray...

“The seers will be ashamed and 
the diviners will be embarrassed. 
Indeed, they will all cover their 
mouths because there is no 
answer from God.

On the other hand I am filled 
with power-With the Spirit of the 
LORD-And with justice and 
courage to make known to Jacob 
his rebellious act, even to Israel 
his sin.” Micah 3:5-8

Heroes
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Authority can appear Arrogant
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If anyone is confident in himself that he is Christ's, 
let him consider this again within himself, that just 
as he is Christ's, so also are we.    
   
For even if I boast somewhat further about our 
authority, which the Lord gave for building you up 
and not for destroying you, I will not be put to 
shame, for I do not wish to seem as if I would 
terrify you by my letters...       
   
But we will not boast beyond our measure, but 
within the measure of the sphere which God 
apportioned to us as a measure, to reach even as 
far as you…

But he who boasts is to boast in the LORD. For it is 
not he who commends himself that is approved, 
but he whom the Lord commends. 2 Cor. 10:7-18

Standing tall in Authority
Arrogance vs. Confidence

It is ok to be excited about our Authority!
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Continuing the Story...
Jesus Christ is our Commander
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Warrior         vs         Soldier
When we are created for THIS

A fighter driven by instruction

A per son dr iven by the 
Commander’s cause

A person reliant on a kingdom’s 
resources

A person directed to a specific 
strike point

A fighter driven by emotion

A person driven by their own 
cause

A person reliant on their own 
resources

A p e r s o n d i s t r a c t e d b y 
diversionary tactics

We glorify THIS
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Militia         vs           Army
When we are created for THIS

“Who at any time serves as a 
soldier at his own expense? Who 
plants a vineyard and does not 
eat the fruit of it? Or who tends 
a flock and does not use the milk 
of the flock?” 1 Cor 9:7

Citizens who are called to bear arms

No soldier in active service 
entangles himself in the affairs 
of everyday life, so that he may 
please the one who enlisted him 
as a soldier.” 2 Tim 2:4

Professional, compensated soldiers

Primary identity is our profession:
Farmer, f i sher, ca rpen te r, 
merchant

In times of conflict, we are 
expected to put down our shovels 
and tools and pick up our 
weapons and report to the battle 
front.

Militia provide their own armor, 
weapons, uniform and rations

We live like THIS
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Jesus is commander of His army
“The LORD is a warrior; the LORD is His name.” 

Ex. 15:3
“Now it came about when Joshua was by 
Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and behold, a man was standing 
opposite him with his sword drawn in his 
hand, and Joshua went to him and said to 
h im, "Are you for us o r fo r our 
adversaries?"
 
He said, "No; rather I indeed come now as 
Captain of the host of the LORD." 

And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and 
bowed down, and said to him, "What has 
my lord to say to his servant?" The Captain 
of the LORD'S host said to Joshua, 
"Remove your sandals from your feet, for 
the place where you are standing is holy." 
And Joshua did so.”  Josh. 5:13-15 Heroes
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Jesus is commander of His army
Where does the Armor of God analogy come from?

“Now, the LORD saw, and it was 
displeasing in His sight that there was 
no justice. And He saw that there was 
no man, and was astonished that there 
was no one to intercede...

He put on righteousness like a 
breastplate, and a helmet of salvation 
on His head; and he put on garments of 
vengeance for clothing and wrapped 
Himself with zeal as a mantle.

According to their deeds, so He will 
repay, wrath to His adversaries, 
recompense to His enemies...so they 
will fear the name of the LORD...” 
Isaiah 59

God is “suiting up” for retaliation
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“Every time we assert our authority, we are 
cutting into the domain of the impostor king 
who extorted it from our ancestor Adam.”                                            
Charles H. Kraft

Warfare is Jesus’s offensive strike
He is expanding His kingdom through us!

Heroes
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“Christianity is the story of how the rightful 
King has landed and is calling us to His great 
campaign of sabotage.”
C.S. Lewis
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Existing manifestations

The enemy infiltrates the 
house of God

The enemy tries to make a 
mockery of His people

The enemy gains a foothold 
on the campus

How should we view them?

Was this an act of faith or of outrage?
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Continuing the Story...
What is Spiritual Warfare?
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What is warfare like?
Spiritual Warfare is first and foremost about our Commander!

What is His objective?
What is His directive?
What is His mission? Heroes
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Jesus’s mission is always freedom

Jesus was always about releasing people 

We can assume that these acts of authority ARE God’s will

“The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, because He anointed Me to 
preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to 
the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who 
are oppressed, to proclaim the favorable year of the LORD.” Luke 
4:19 Heroes
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Releasing from Oppression

Mild to severe

Heavy oppression

tangible-like a heavy blanket has been put over them

5 senses are compromised

too difficult to express choice, lack confidence in 
authority, helplessness

no freedom=hostage
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Releasing from Sin

Generational sin

Cultic or Occultic practices/agreements

Curses

Images/concepts understood from movies, TV, internet, etc

Repetitive sin
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Releasing from Wounding

Most critical element

Related to one’s heart/soul (intellect,emotions & will)

Experiences become absolute truths or agreements

I am not good enough”

“I am worthless”

“I am unlovable”

“I am a failure”
Strongholds/rights

Shame/Guilt

© 2013 Brandon Elrod, Desiree Elrod
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Gift of Discerning of spirits

Exploited by the enemy

The enemy is tangible: God needs to become more tangible

Need to learn what it looks like to abide in the Lord

will always be able to hear/see/sense the enemy

will progress from being overwhelmed by the enemy to 
being overwhelmed with the Lord

Gifts of others can also be exploited,  the enemy will 
manifest differently
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The path to freedom

Oppression

Sin

Wounds

Gift of Discerning of spirits

We tend to focus on the symptoms and miss the roots
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Reality: how the enemy strikes
“Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the 
LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, 
‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  2 The woman said 
to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but 
God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the 
middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”  
4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For 
God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”Genesis 3:1-5

Question God

&

Question our Authority, our Identity
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What is warfare like?
We have the authority to send the enemy running!

“Submit therefore to God. 
Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you.”  James 4:7

“Resisting” is not standing 
there in armor, it involves 
active attack against the 
enemy.
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What is warfare like?
How does God view our role?

In the Spiritual Realm:

We are on the radar from birth!

Our armor & authority are visible!

We operate through discernment

The Spirit of God is our weapon

“For though we walk in the flesh, we 
do not war according to the flesh, for 
the weapons of our warfare are not of 
the flesh, but divinely powerful for the 
d e s t r u c t i o n o f f o r t r e s s e s . ” 2 
Corinthians 10:3,4
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Wielding the weapon of GOD
“...and (take) the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. 

With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit...”

At the time Paul wrote this, the Bible was 
not in existence, and the Scriptures were not 
yet complete. 

So what did he mean?

The Word of God is: LOGOS
1. a word, uttered by a living voice
2. what someone has said (sayings, decrees, 
teachings)
3. discourse, the act of speaking

Scripture
The voice of God through the Holy Spirit

We attack with our swords! Heroes
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Warfare is all about God’s agenda

Sleepiness in the congregation

Meetings that go in circles

Disproportionate response

Technical issues with instruments & 
equipment

Congregation with real questions 
relating to oppression

So how do we join Him?
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To join Him, we continue to “ask into” and pursue further
what He intends next.
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What if it “doesn’t work” right away?
We need to be in tune with God to know why

God’s intent may not be to “fix it”: He may have a better plan.
"Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once 
put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels? How then will the 
Scriptures be fulfilled, which say that it must happen this way?" Matt. 
26:53,54

We may have given up too soon.
“Seeing Jesus from a distance, he ran up and bowed down before Him, 
and shouting with a loud void, he said, ‘What business do we have with 
each other, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God, do 
not torment me! For Jesus had been saying to him, “Come out of the man, 
you unclean spirit!” Mark 5:6-8

We may have ignored His invitation to prepare (fasting, etc)
But this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting." Matt 17:21

We may begin believing lies
“This isn’t going to work, I’m getting tired, I can’t do this” Heroes
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